
From 1877 until the late 1890s HMS Trincomalee was at Southampton, and once again it
is  newspaper  reports  that  provide  a  useful  source  of  information  about  what  was
happening with our ship during that time, supplemented with the 1881 National Census
return.

From 1863 until 1877 HMS Trincomalee had been at West Hartlepool and was used by the
Naval reserve and we pick up the story with reports from 1876:

The Admiralty wishes to move HMS Trincomalee to Southampton:

Wednesday 20 September 1876 The Hampshire Advertiser

“SOUTHAMPTON HARBOUR AND PIER BOARD.

 A meeting of this board was held yesterday (Tuesday), at the Audit House ...

   NAVAL RESERVE TRAINING SHIP AT SOUTHAMPTON

  The Chairman announced that a communication had been received from the Admiralty
expressing their intention of placing a ship in the Southampton Water for the purpose of
training the men belonging to the Naval Reserve, and they were quite satisfied that the
board would offer every facility they could to the Admiralty. The vessel which would be
stationed here was named the Trincomalee, and was of 1100 tons burthen. The object of
the Admiralty was to clear the Naval Reserve men out of HMS Hector, which was to be
retained solely for the Coast-guard service. Captain Dent, the commander of the Hector,
and [the] navigating lieutenant of the Hector were present by his invitation, and would
inform them what was required.

 Captain Dent said the Board of Admiralty would wish the vessel to be moored as near the
Royal Pier as possible, bearing in mind at the same time that there shall be no interference
with the navigation of the river. (Hear, Hear.)

 Some conversation between the members of the board and the two officers ensued, after
which Alderman Furber proposed and Sheriff  Rogers seconded that the board had no
objection to the vessel being moored off the Upper Gymp buoy, provided she be moored
fore and aft.

 Captain Dent thanked the board for the courteous bearing accorded him, and stated that
he would report the result of his interview to the Admiralty authorities.”

HMS Trincomalee
At Southampton



1879 Admiralty Chart for Southampton showing the Trincomalee moored lower middle

Saturday 23 September 1876 The Grantham Journal

“  NAVAL

  The Admiralty have decided to permanently station HMS Trincomalee, 1,100 tons, in the
Southampton water as a training ship for the Naval Reserve.”

Not everyone was happy with this decision:

Wednesday 4 October 1876 Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough

“  WEST HARTLEPOOL IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION. - At a meeting of this body, held
on Tuesday, it was resolved to petition the Admiralty through the borough M.P. (Mr I.L.
Bell), in favour of retaining HMS. Trincomalee at West Hartlepool.”



Wednesday 7 February 1877 Shields Gazette and Daily Telegraph

“ REMOVAL OF HMS TRINCOMALEE FROM WEST HARTLEPOOL.

  At a late hour on Monday evening, much to the regret of the inhabitants of the Hartlepools
HMS Trincomalee, which for the past thirteen years had been stationed at West Hartlepool
as  the  training  ship  of  the  Naval  Reserve,  was  removed  from the  dock,  previous  to
entering upon her passage to Southampton, whither, by order of the Admiralty, she is to be
towed by HM Frigate Valorous.”

The ship arrives at Southampton:

Saturday 10 February 1877 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  THE NEW DRILL SHIP FOR THE NAVAL RESERVE.

For some time past the want of a drill-ship specially for the men belonging to the Royal
Naval Reserve has been felt at Southampton on account of the duty the Hector is called
upon to perform at Cowes when her Majesty the Queen is at Osborne, and the Admiralty,
in order to meet this want, decided on placing the drill ship Trincomalee, which has been
stationed some years at West Hartlepool, at Southampton. 

The permission of the Harbour and Pier Board to her being anchored off the Town Quay
was  given  last  year,  and  on  Monday  HMS Valorous,  Captain  Jones,  arrived  at  West
Hartlepool to tow the Trincomalee to this port.  The two ships left  the same night,  and
reached here on Thursday, the Valorous leaving the Trincomalee at the Hector's buoy, off
Netley Hospital. 

Yesterday (Friday) morning the steam tug Grinder came up from Portsmouth, and towed
the drill ship up to the place assigned to her by the harbour-master (Mr. Burbidge), viz., on
the edge of the Gymp, and opposite the Town Quay. She was safely moored in her new
“home” on all fours – that is, with two anchors forward and two aft. We may add that many
are disappointed with the Trincomalee, as they expected to find her a full  rigged ship,
somewhat like the Boscawen, whereas she is devoid of masts, and nothing but a mere
hulk. The men for whose use she is intended are well trained in going aloft, and all the
Trincomalee is wanted for is the gunnery drills. The men who have hitherto done their
annual drill in the Trincomalee will, for the present, go to the Castor, at North Shields, and
if this arrangement works satisfactorily it will be continued.”

Whilst HMS Trincomalee was at Southampton:

Saturday 7 April 1877 Hampshire Telegraph and Sussex Chronicle

“  SOUTHAMPTON

  As Mr. G.H. Hanaford, the chief gunner's mate of HMS Trincomalee, was walking along
the Western Shore on Friday afternoon, he rescued a boy from being drowned, who was
just on the point of sinking. The boy's name was unknown.



  A movement is on foot for establishing a training-ship for pauper boys in the Southampton
Water. At the last meeting of the Board of Guardians a letter was read from the Local
Government Board, stating that every consideration should be given to the representations
made to them.”

30 June 1877 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  CORONATION DAY.

Thursday being the anniversary of  Her Majesty's Coronation flags were hoisted at  the
Bargate and other  public  establishments and private residences in  town,  and at  noon
Royal salutes were fired from the Platform battery and HMS Hector, the Coastguard ship in
Southampton Water, which was dressed with bunting from stem to stern, as was also the
Trincomalee, the drill-ship for the Royal Naval Reserve, lying off the Town Quay. ...”

3 October 1877 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  SOUTHAMPTON POLICE COURT …

 MONDAY.- Before Alderman Tucker and Mr. R. Coles.
DRUNK AND DISORDERLIES.

Walter  Segar,  a  young man was charged by Inspector  Harris  with  being drunk at  the
Police-station, on the previous night, when he gave himself up he said for killing a man in
America. His mother was present in court, and said her son was “touched” in consequence
of  having  had  a  sunstroke  while  in  the  navy.  -  He  was  discharged  with  a  caution.  -
Frederick Brown, a sweep, was charged by Police-constable Groves with being drunk and
incapable in Cross street, on Saturday, - Discharged with an admonition. - Alfred Russel, a
seaman, belonging to HMS Trincomalee, was charged with a similar offence, in Canal-
walk, on the previous night, and was also charged with a caution.”

Wednesday 14 August 1878 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  THE ROYAL VISIT TO SOUTHAMPTON.

   It is not often that the borough of Southampton is honoured with a Royal Visit, and we
believe we are right in saying that, although the Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred (the Duke of
Edinburgh), Prince Arthur (the Duke of Connaught), Prince Leopold, and others connected
with the Royal Family of England have passed through here,  en route from London to
Osborne, and  vice versa – and when we say passed through, we mean that they have
gone from the railway station into the Docks, and embarked there without scarcely anyone
at the time being aware of it but the officials themselves – we have not had an official visit
since the Prince and Princess of Wales went from here to Osborne on their wedding day,
and  when,  later  on,  they  again  proceeded from the  railway  station  on  their  return  to
London. 

Therefore when it  was publicly announced through the medium of the local press that
England's future King had consented, at the request of the Rev. Canon Wilberforce (the
rector of St. Mary's), to come to Southampton to lay the memorial stone in connection with
the rebuilding of St. Mary's Church while he was at Osborne in what might be termed the



Squadron week, it  was received with greatest satisfaction, while that was increased to
delight when it was announced that he was to be accompanied by his amiable and much
loved wife, our own Princess of Wales as she has so often been rightly called. ……

  THE LANDING AT THE ROYAL PIER

  … the Royal Pier was chosen as the place of landing for the Royal Party, and every effort
was made to give it the best appearance. … Mr. Burbidge, the harbour master, by dint of
great energy and perseverance, had succeeded in almost entirely stopping all small boat
traffic, and he had also induced the owners of the large number of yachts now lying in our
river to have them drawn up in two lines, so that the Prince's craft might have a clear
passage, and she certainly had no obstruction whatever, Mr. Burbidge, who was afloat in a
steam launch, being enabled to keep an unobstructed road for her. 

Nearly all the yachts were dressed out with flags, as was also HMS Trincomalee, and the
vessels lying at the Town Quay, and never before have we seen such a display of bunting
on our water, not even on regatta day. ...”

9 October 1878 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  ITCHEN FERRY REGATTA

… MATCH for pleasure boats not exceeding 26 feet in length. Time allowance, one minute
per foot. First prize, value £5; second, value £3. Entries:-

    Alert, 26 feet  … … … Mr. W.C. Bowyer.
    Maria, 23 feet … … … Mr. Robert Scovell.

Course – from the station-vessel, out round the Gore Buoy, thence round the West India 
Buoy, thence round HMS Trincomalee, leaving those marks on the starboard hand, back 
round the lightship Harpy, leaving it on the port hand, in round a mark off Oak Bank Yard, 
leaving it on the starboard hand, and back to the station-vessel; twice round. 

The two boats were started at 10h 37m., at which time there was a good breeze from the 
south-east. The Alert took the lead, and in a couple of boards outside got round the West 
India Buoy, running back to the Trincomalee very fast. The first round was completed 
thus:-

H. M. S. H. M. S.
Alert 12 27 0 Maria 12 46 9

After this there was not so much wind, but the Alert was well ahead of the Maria, and was 
not pressed a great deal. The race finished thus:-

H. M. S. H. M. S.
Alert 1 48 0 Maria 2 17 45

The Alert therefore took the first prize, and Maria the second. ...”



Saturday 21 June 1879 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  THE QUEEN'S ACCESSION. 

Yesterday (Friday) being the anniversary of Her Majesty's accession to the Throne flags
were hoisted on the Bargate and the other public buildings and at private establishments in
the town. HMS Hector and Trincomalee were dressed with bunting from stem to stern.”

Wednesday 16 July 1879 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  THE FUNERAL OF THE PRINCE IMPERIAL.

While the funeral of the Prince imperial was taking place on Saturday the bell of All Saints
Church was tolled; flags were hoisted half-mast on board HMS Trincomalee and several
yachts lying in the river, at the clubhouses of the Royal Southampton Yacht Club and West
Quay  Amateur  Regatta  Club,  and  other  places,  and  several  places  of  business  were
partially closed, including the establishment of Sir Frederick Perkins, M.P.”

– the Prince was dwelling in exile, joined our army in South Africa, and met his death
at the hands of the enemy - “

Wednesday 12 August 1885 The Portsmouth Evening News

“ A RAFT the joint patent of Commander Clanchy, R.N., of HMS Trincomalee, and Mr. T.A.
Hall, of Millbrook, Southampton, will shortly be tried at Portsmouth. Its advantages over
other rafts are represented to be strength of structure, buoyancy, readiness of launching,
arrangement as a military pontoon, and facility of storage. The patentees are of the opinion
that if introduced into H.M.'s service they could take the place of the Berthon boats, and
supersede the pontoon rafts of the Indian troopships.”

3 October 1891 The Hampshire Advertiser

“  SOUTHAMPTON ART SOCIETY
ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF ORIGINAL PAINTINGS.

 The sixth annual exhibition of original paintings in oil and water colour by members of the
above society was opened on Thursday … “On board HMS Trincomalee,” by Mr. Herbert
Oakley,  is  particularly  truthful  and the details  of  the gun carriage are exceedingly well
carried out. There is considerable breadth in the picture, and its design has been well
manipulated.”

Wednesday 11 November 1891 the Hampshire Advertiser

“  THE PRINCE OF WALES'S BIRTHDAY.

Monday was the fiftieth anniversary of the birth of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,
and in honour of the event flags were hoisted on the public buildings and at places of
business and private residences in the town, and the bells of Holy Rood and St. Michael's
Churches rang out merry peals at intervals throughout the day. HMS Trincomalee was
dressed with flags, as was also HMS Invincible.”



1881 Census return for HMS Trincomalee 

On board the Ship at midnight, Sunday 3 April 1881

Marr    Age  

Thomas MURRAY M     46 Gunner RN 
Henriette MURRAY M     37  Wife Of Mr Thos Murray

Thomas William Smurdon MURRAY 9 Son Of Mr Thos Murray 
William Henry MURRAY      8 Son Of Mr Thos Murray 
Alfred James Ed. MURRAY      6 Son Of Mr Thos Murray 
Henriette Eliz. Bates MURRAY      4 Daughter Of Mr Thos.Murray 
Florence Emily Tranton MURRAY     6 m Daughter Of Mr Thos.Murray 

Harry SEBLIGHT   M      29 Ships Corporal 1 Deck RN 
Graham George COOK M      27 2nd Captain, Lower Deck RN 
James CRAWLEY U      41 AB RN 
James NOEL U      22  AB RN 
George ELLSMORE U      23 AB RN 
Charles HOARE U      24  AB RN 

Not on Board the Ship at midnight, Sunday 3 April 1881

Marr Age  

Herbert Frampton CROHAN M 39 Commander 
Herbert Frank ROE M 42 Paymaster 
Henry Ashlin CLOSE M 43 Staff Surgeon 
Henry MILLETT M 28  Writer 
Wm. ROOTES M 38 Chief Gunners Mate 
Stephen GOLDING M 36 Chief Gunners Mate 
Richard UNSTED M 35 Chief Gunners Mate 
John TIVOMEY M 37 Ships Corporal 1 D 
John BRADLEY M 33 Ships Corporal 1 D 
Wm. TROLLOPE M 30 Ships Corporal 1 D 
Henry SIGGERY M 36 Quarter Master 
Richard GARRAD M 35 Boatswains Mate 
David Cisil RUNSOM M 29 Armorer? 
Wm. MATTHEWS M 26 Sick Berth Attendant 
Henry ALBRAY M 33 Leading Seaman 
Allan MC DONALD M 49 Carp Crew 
George DYER M 32 Carp Crew 
Henry CRESWALL M 33 AB 
Charles SQUIRES M 27 AB 
Lloyd BURGESS U 25 AB 
Frederick STRICKLAND U 26  AB 
Frederick Lewis BURROUGHS U 19 Warrant Officer Cook 
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